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0ctober 1 0′ 2000

TO:   Environmental Quality Counc‖ ′Capitol Bu‖ ding′ Helena′ 59620‐ 1704
Dept.of Environmenta!Qua!ity,Metcalf B!dg.′ PO Box 200901′ Helena′ 59620‐0901
Montana Fish′ W‖ d‖fe&Parks

Directoris Office― Rich Clough Parks Division - Jeff Erickson, Allan Kuser
Fisheries Division - Karen Zackheim, Larry Peterman Legal Unit
Lands - Darlene Edge, Debbie Dils Design & Construction - Dick Mayer

Montana Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, 225 North Roberts, Veteran's
Memorial Building, Helena, 59620-1 201
Montana State Library, 1515 East Sixth Ave., Helena,59620-1800
Jim Jensen, Montana Environmental lnformation Center, PO Box 1 184, Helena, 59624
George Ochenski, PO Box 689, Helena, 59624
Wayne Hirst, Montana State Parks Foundation, PO Box728, Libby, 59923
Montana State Parks Association, PO Box 699, Billings, 59103
Joe Gutkoski, President, Montana River Action Network,304 N 18'h Ave., Bozeman,5g715
Rep. Paul Sliter, PO Box 1 18, Somers, 59932
Sen. Bob Keenan, Box 697, Bigfork, 5991 1-0697
Rep. Rob Raney, 212 5.6'h, Livingston, 59047
Flathead County Commissioners, 800 S Main Street, Kalispell, 59901
Flathead County Library, 247 First Avenue E, Kalispell, 59901

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The enclosed Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared for the Shady Lane fishing pond. The
project proposes to reshape and develop an existing gravel pit, presently on private land, for use as a
fishing pond.

ouestions and comments will be accepted until November 9, 2000. Please direct your questions or
comments to Marty Watkins, Regional Parks Manager, FWP, 490 N. Meridian Road, Kalispell, MT
59901, or e-mail to mawatkins@state.mt.us. Thank you.

DVノ nli

Enclosure

≫  /
Dan Vincent
Regional Supervisor

flc,J(*'1
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DRAFT MEPA/NEPA/HS4gs CHEcKLIST

PART I. PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTTON

1. Type of Proposed State Action: Construct a kids'fishino pond and acquire fee title to the land.

2. Agency Authority for the Proposed Action: Fish. Wildlife & Parks (FWP). 490 North Meridian Road.
Kalisoell. MT 5990'1, e-mail mawatkins@state.mt.us

3. Name of Project: Shadv Lane Fishinq Pond.

4. Name, Address and Phone Number of Project Sponsor (if other than the agency):

5. lf Applicable:

Estimated Construction/Commencement Date: November, 2OOO
Estimated Completion Date: January, 2001
Current Status of Project Design (% complete): 95%

6. Location Affected by Proposed Action (county, range and township): Flathead County, Sec. 10.
T.28 N.. R. 21 W.

7. Project Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directly affected that are currently:

(a) Developed: (d) Floodplain... 3 acres
residential ...... .0 acres
industrial. .0 acres (e) Productive:

irrigated cropland. . . .0 acres
(b) Open SpaceMoodlands/ dry cropland...... ....0 acres

Recreation...... ......... 2 acres forestry.. .......0 acres
rangeland . ... .. 0 acres

(c) Wetlands/Riparian other...... . . ..q acres
Areas. ....0 acre

8. Map/site plan: attach an origin al 8 112" x 1 1" or larger section of the most recent USGS 7.5'
series topographic map showing the location and boundaries of the area that would be
affected by the proposed action. A different map scale may be substituted if more
appropriate or if required by agency rule. lf available, a site plan should also be attached.



Dr.tit ror'ublicRcvicW:10/6/00

Summary of the Proposed Action or Project tncluding the Benefits and

Purpose of the ProPosed Plan:

To reshape and develop an existing gravel pit, presently on private land, to a more pleasing

and beneficial design for use 
"r " 

tirning pond for the area's children and families

lnppenOix A). The site is located within the flood plain of the Flathead River. The water level

in in" pond fluctuates, approximately 3 feet annually, with the witer level of the river /, mile

to the south (Appendix e1. fne site is also located within the boundaries of the Stillwater

State Wildlife Management Area (Appendix C).

The gravel pit was dug several years ago by the landowner to supply fill material for

"rfr"nOing 
a trailer cor.t on Shidy Lane. Permits for digging within the.flood plain were

not acquiied to remove the gravei. The landowner is now required to obtain the proper

p"rritJ to reclaim the site and satisfy the requirements established by the State Department

Lf invironmental Quality (DEQ).The intent is to reshape the pond, deepen some areas as

n"*rr"ty and, if possible, slope the edges to an acceptable grade' Some of the reshaping

*itL e*t"ni into FWP lands adjacent to the pond on the north side' This will be done in close

cooperation with FWP, DEQ, ind the landowner. The reclamation will be paid for by FWP,

"no'tn" 
land will then be deeded to FWp and folded into the old steel Bridge fishing access

site (Kiwanis Lane FAS).

The major public access into the pond will be from conrad Drive through the old steel

Bridge iirning access site just east of this proposed project. A parking lot will be provided at

this site. A second pedestrian trail will be provided from shady Lane over state-owned land to

the pond.

The present landowner will do the reconstruction and improvement work on the pond, using

the plans and specifications provided by FWP and DEQ' Once the work is complete and

uctlpt"o, FWP will acquire the land from the present landowner and will manage the site as

a children's/familY flshing Pond.

1. BENEFITS TO THE PUBLIC:

Rehabilitation of the pond, stocking it with fish, and acquisition of the land will provide public

,.."r, to a children's/family fishing pond in the eastern portion of the Kalispell area' Three

oin"r children's/family fishing ponds'have been developed in various areas throughout

kriiperr and have been widely accepted by the residents of the areas (Appendix C)' The

fishing ponds provide an outdoor opportunity ano experience for the area's children to learn

outao-oi activitles and skills that wili benefit them throughout their lifetime. The ponds are

heavily used by 4th grade classes participating in the "Hooked on Fishing, Not on Drugs"

program.
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2. RELATIONSHIPS TO PROGRAM GOALS AND OUTCSI'IES:

tn 1996, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks began its Family Fishing Adventure program, which
tries to make it easier for all Montana families to spend time together outdoors. The Montana

Angling Youth, or M*A*Y* Club, is one program in which participants may share in Montana

fishing and aquatic resources. Another aspect of the program is the Family Fishing Sites
program. The objective of this program is to locate bodies of water near towns so families can
spend some quality time together in their favorite sport. This site meets those criteria for this
tyPe of use.

3. WHAT PROBLEMS WILL THE PROJECT SOLVE?

The water-filled gravel pit does not meet DEQ reclamation standards. The landowner must
reclaim the site in a manner acceptable to DEQ. With the assistance of DNRC and FWP, the
gravel pit can be renovated into a useful and acceptable pond and provide an opportunity to
expand a program developed by FWP in 1996. lt will also provide the opportunity for a fishing
experience away from the fast flowing Flathead River nearby.

Looking soulheast Notice fence on east and wesf side of pond. Fence on right
side willremain in place. Fence on left will be removed. Land behind fence
on the /ert is sfate-owned land. Shore line on the left will be reshaped for a more
pleasant and environmentally improved fish habitat. (Photo by Worthinglon)

4. IS THIS A ONE TIME, PHASED, OR ONGOING PROJECT?

The development of this site into a public fishing pond is a one-time project. lt will be

developed and managed as a public fishing site. The Family Fishing Adventure program, the

J
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Montana Angling Youth, or M*AY" Club, and "Hooked on Fishing, Not on Drugs' are ongoing
projects. Other sites will be developed for public fishing as they become available. The goal is

io provide these types of sites near urban areas, where they are within walking distance of tl'

residences.

OF THIS PROJECT (6 YEARS FOLLOWING COMPLETION)? .-

This site will be folded into Kiwanis Lane/Old Steel Bridge Fishing Access Site. Maintenance

will cost approximately $500 and .05 FTE per yeat.

The landowner would not be able to reclaim the site to DEQ standards due to a lack of room

for proper slopes. The existing chain link fence will remain in place, blocking off public access

to protect the landowner fromliability. A potential recreational opportunity will be lost to the

public.

Listing of any other Local, State or Federal agency that has overlapping or

additional jurisdiction :

(a) Permits:

Name

10.

partment o
Qublity(DEQ) 辞と肛:1盤品酬:n perml

Funding:

Aqencv Name Fundinq Amount

other overlapping or Additional Jurisdictional Responsibilities:

FIЯ‖」」JЪountyRural FloodplainPermit Floodplain Management
Development Office (FRDO)

List Of Agencies Consulted During Preparation Of the EA:

(b)

(C)

ltti懸縛 』懺 品滉幣
`織

FttQ

Permits:



ヘ

園 for PublicRevicWi 10/6/00

PART‖. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of nanative if n
needed):

1 a-e. The site is a gravel pit developed several years ago without the proper permits. The
landowner must repair the site to an acceptable standard established by the DEQ. This project will
eliminate the problems caused by the past work due to the excavation and will bring the site back

into acceptable standards.

1 b. Topsoil and gravel will be excavated from several areas to provide an irregular, more aesthetic

shoreline. Gravel removed will be used to contour shoreline to a safer, flatter grade. Topsoil will be

used to revegetate reshaped lands.

IYS:CAL ENVIRONMLШ

1. LAND RESOURCES

Will the proposed action result in:

lMPACT

Can
lrnpact Be

Comment
lndex

Unknown None Minor / Potentia‖ y
Signincant

a. Soil instability or changes in geologic
substructure?

X

::「ilII]l」 illil:響:柵:γering° f
fert‖ i～?

X YES lb

c. Destruction, covering or modification of any
unioue oeologic or physical features?

X

::弱孵愕職1都冑亭:舌洒:督鴇釘
X

網鸞暑糧;俸ギ洲Rttr鶴∝ X

f.Other

⌒
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Narrative Description and Evaluation ol the Cumulative and Secondary Efiects on Air Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if

Needed):

2 a & b. During the construction period, heavy earth moving. equipment will emit exhaust fumes and

ffifri.fm""v o" objectionaote to sorire. Wirrk will oc.cur durihg normal working hours, and the

exhaust fumes and duSt will dissipjte into the surrounding woodEnd. The odor and dust will cease

upon comPletion of the work.

2. AIR

Wilt the proPosed action result in:

lMPACT

Can lmpact
Be Mitigated

Com「
ind_

Unknown None Minor PotentiallY
Significant

:き柵 f=柵評:ド」a町?ぃに。
see 13(c))

X
YES 2a

b. Creation of objectionable odors? X YES 2b

齢脚 雛蹴 ;鶏h X

:鐵
X

i蒲撫榊 :淵‖鰐 t

rAlso See 2a)

X

f.Other
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Can lmpact
Be Mitigated

3.WATER

Wi‖ the proposed action resu:t in:

a. Discharoe into surface water or any
alteration d'f surface water quality including but
not limited to temperature, dissolved orygen or

:濡tス:誓l席型鴨R:″
temS° r he raね and

c. Alteration of the course or magnifude of
flood water or other

:ムF糟:「:島持禦:鳳¶摺1野謡『
h

e. Exposure of people or property to water
relatdd hazards' suih as

f. Changes in the quality of groundwater?

g. Changes in the quantity of groundwater?

h. lncrease in risk of contamination of surface

i. Effects on any existing water right or

:マ蒸鴻:f常篭祥:富ど露Rtt■:γ
k°f

k. Effects on other users as a result of
alteration in surface or

l. Fqr P-R/D-J, will the project affe-ct a

dよ薪面罰而bdplain?・ (厠 so See 3c

『ξ農器帯都彙:t鳴 :錯 ir:,せ誂霧er

llarrativ€ Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Water Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if

Needed):

3 a. Turbidity will increase in the pond during construction, but this will be a short-term impact.

3 l. The project occurs in a designated floodplain. No impacts are anticipated. Flathead Regional

Development Office (FRDO) will be consulted on necessary permits.

The pond is filled through underground flows that rise and fall with the levels of Flathead River. There are

several subsurface springs in the pond. While there is no outlet, water travels through subsurface gravel

to the Flathead River, keeping the pond relatively fresh.

⌒

lMPACT

Comment
lndex

Unknown None Minor Potentially
Significant

X
3a

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X YES 31

X

n. Other:
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4. VEGETATION

Will the proPosed action resutt in:

a. Changes in the diversity, producdvity or

abundarice of plant species (including trees,

ξF高6s,grass,・ Crops,

b. Alteration of a Plant communitY?

c.Adverse effeCtS On any un:que,rare,

threatened, or eQqqngered sPecies?

d. Reduction in acreage or productivity of any

e. Establishment or spread of noxious weeds?

f. For P-R/D-J, will the project affect wetlands,

or printe and unique farmland?

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional Pages of narrative if needed):

4 a. There are no trees presenfly upon the private land surrounding the pond. ln the reshaping of the

pond edges, some existing trees and shrubs on state lands to the north will be removed. The shoreline will

[" i;t#.ssed with topsoil and planted to various grass mixtures and native shrubs. water plants will

occur naturallY over time'

4 e. FWp has a noxious weed control program. This site will be added to the list of sites managed'
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Can lmpact
Be

Mitigated

5. FISH^//ILDLIFE

Willthe proposed action result in:

a. Deterioration of critical fish or wildlife habitat?

b. Changes in the diversity or abundance of game
animals or bird sP!9!99?.

c. Changes in the diversity or abundance of non

d. lntroduction of new species into an area?

e. Creation of a banier to the migration or
movement of animals?

f.Adverse effectS On any unique,rare,

threatened. or endangered species?

g. lncrease in conditions that stress wildlife
populations or limit abundance (including

harassment, legal or illegal harvest or other

h. For P-R/D-J, will the project be performed in
any area in which T&E species are present, and
will the project affect any T&E species or their

i. For P-R/D-J, will the project introduce or export
any species not presently or historically occurring
in the receivinq location? (Also see

Narrative Description and Evaluation ofthe Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of nartative if needed):

5 a. The completion of this project will improve the fish habitat.

5 e. The completion of the project will improve the migration of animals by the removal of a chain link

fence from the north and east end of the project.

5 d & i. Once the pond is reclaimed, it will be planted with native westslope cutthroat trout for put-grow-

take management to provide family flshing. An environmental assessment will be completed by FWP as

according to state laws prior to introducing the fish.
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Can lmpact
Be Mitigated

Commr
lndex--

6. NOISE/ELECTRICAL EFFECTS

Will the proPosed action result in:

a. lncreases in existing noise levels?

b.Exposure of peOple tO Severe or nuisance

c. Creation of electrostatic or

electromagnetic effects that could be

detrim ental to hqrng-C-bealth or.

d. lnterference with radio or television

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach addilional Pages of narrative if

N€eded):

6 a. With use, some noise levels will increase; however, distance from residences and trees adjacent to

the site will aid in the reduction of the noise levels.

6 b. There will be short-term increase in noise levels as heavy equipment is used to reshape the pond

U*t r. Equipment work should occur during normal working hours and will cease when the project is

completed.

10

!MPACT

Unknown None Minor PotentiallY
Significant

X YES 6a

X YES 6b

X

X

e. Other:
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7. LAND USE

Will tre proPosed action result in:

Can impact
Be

Mitigated

a. Alteration of or interference with the

productivity or profitability of the existing land

use of an area?

b. Conflicted with a designated natural area or

area of unusual scientific or educational

importance?

c. Conflict with any existing land use whose

Dresence would constrain or potentially

orohibit the ProPose4-qs!!on?

d. Adverse etfects on or relocation of

Comment
lndex

Can lmpact
Be Mitigated

8. RISI(HEALTH HAZARDS

Will the ProPosed action result in:

a. Risk of an explosion or release of

hazardous substances (including, but not

limited to oil, pesticides, chemicals, or

radiation) in the event of an accident or

oiher forms of qglgPlgn?

b. Affect an existing emergency response or

emergency evacuation plan or create a

need ior a nEVr-P.!an?

c. Creation of any human health hazard or

d. For P-R/D-J, will any chemical toxicants

be-used? (Also see 8a)

雨 蓄 爾 菫 冨 而 蒸 扁 言 爾 扇
高 高 ecumuLttve andttCOndaげ Ereas On Land Resources lAttach add面

OnJ pagesご naFttVe r needo:
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9. COMMUNIW IMPACT

Will the proposed action result in:

a. Alteration of the location, distibution,
density, or growth rate of the human

b. Alteration of tte social structure of a

c. Alteration of the level or distribution of
employment or community or personal
income?

d. Changes in industrial or commercial

e. lncreased taffic hazards or effects on
existing tansportation facilities or pattems
of movement of peoPle and goods?
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Can lmpact
Be Mitigated

1 O. PUBLIC SERVICES/TAXES/UTILITIES

Will the proposed action:

a. Have an etfect upon or result in a need
for new or altered govemmental services in

any of the following areas: fire or police

protection, schools, parks/recreational

facilities, roads or other public maintenance,

water supply, sewer or septic systems, solid
waste disposal, health, or other
govemmental services? lf anY

b. Have an effect upon the local or state tax
base and revenues?

c. Resuft in a need for new facilities or

substantial alterations of any of the following

utilities: electic power, nafural gas, other

fuel supply or distribution systems, or

d. Result in increased use of any energy

f. Define proiected rnernl s.

Narrative oescription and Evaluation ofthe cumulative and Secondary Efiects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages ofnarrative ifneeded):

10 a. Will require maintenance of site (rubbish and garbage pick-up, parking lot, and access road, etc.)

seTyeral times during the year by FWP. Routine checking for fishing license may be needed. No other

government services are anticipated.

Completion of this project will improve the fish habitat.

10 c. Therewill be increases in seasonal fishing use; however, access road and parking lotwill be

ffi0.0, plus an access trail from the north over state-owned land. A vault toilet may be needed; no

other utilities will be required.

YES
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11.AESTHETICS/RECREAT10N

VV‖ lthe propOSed aCtiOn resuttin:

a. Alteration of any scenic vista or creation

of an aesthetically offensive site or effect

that is oPen to Pubig:!ew?

b. Alteration of the aesthetic character of a

communitY or neighborhood?

c. Alteration of the quality or quantity of

recreational/tourism opportunities and

settinqs? (Attach Tourism

i総ユ賄鷺1弱野燕「∞e
1la,11

NarratiVe Desclption and EvaluatiOn ofthe Cumulative and Secondary EffectS On Land Resources(Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

11 a. Although the site is not visible from any development, the planned work will improve the aesthetic

view for those using the site.

11 c. The establishment of this unsighily gravel pit into an aesthetically pleasing fishing pond will impro'<

aiO ennance the recreational opportunities for local anglers as well as for their out-of-state friends. The

otherfamilyfishing sites in Kalispell are providing 1000 days ormore of fishing peracre peryear.

14
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12.CULTURAL/HiSTORICAL
RESOURCttS

Wil:the proposed action resuttin:
Can lmpact
Be Mligated

Comment
lndex

a. Destruction or alteration of any site,

structure or object of prehistoric historic, or

b. Physical change that would affect
unioue cultural values?

c. Effects on existing religious or sacred
uses of a site or area?

d. For P-R/D-J, will the project atfect
historic or cultural resources? Attach
SHPO letter of clearance. (Also see

Narrativ€ Oescription and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Etrocts on Land Resourcas (Atiach additional pages of narrative if needed):

12 a. The unauthorized development of the gravel pit would have destroyed any historical evidence, had

there been anY.

'12 d. The recontouring work will excavate undisturbed ground to the north of the
-rcneological investigation has been completed, and no evidence of cultural deposits

disturbed area have been found.

ａｖｅ

ｔｈｅ

Ｏ
）

ｎ

pit.The
proposed
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Can lmpact
Be Mitigated

13.SUMMARY EVALUAT10N OF
SIGNIF:CANCE

VVil!he propOSed actiOn,cOnsidered as a
whole:

a. Have impacts that are individually

limited, but cumulatively considerable? (A

project or program may resuh in impacts

on iwo or more separate resources which

create a significant effect when

considered together or in total.

b. lnvolve potential risks or adverse

effects which are uncertain but ertemely
hazardous if treY were to occur?

c. Potentially conflict with the substantive

requirements of any local, state, or federal

la薔 ,regu:a‖on,standard Or formal plan?

d. Establish a precedent or likelihood that

future actions with significant
environmental impacts will be proposed?

e. Generate substantial debate or

controversy about the nature ofthe
that would be created?

f. For P-R/D-J, is the project expected to

have organized opposition or generate

substantial public controversy? (Also see

g. For P-R/D-J, list any federal or state

Comment
lnder

Narrative Desclplon and Evaluallon ofthe Cumulattve and Seconcary Erects on Land Resources(Attach addtional pages of narrattVe

lf needed):

13q. Army Corps of Enginee「s404 Permit(dredge and輌 ‖act市 ities),DEQ 3(a)turbidity permit,and DEQ

open cut reclamation perrnit.

16
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2. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the no-action alternative) to the
proposed action, whenever alternatives are reasonably available and prudent to consider, and a

discussion of how the alternatives would be implemented:

Alternatives:

Alternative #1: No Action: FWP will not enter into an agreement with the present landowner and
DEQ to develop the site into a public children's fishing pond. The sjte will not be available for public
use.

Altemative #2: Upqrade Existino Facilities: Enter into an agreement with the present landowner
and DEQ to improve the site and develop it into a public fishing access site. Reshape the pond and
slopes, deepen in areas if necessary, provide access into the site from the north and east, and
acquire the land in fee title when the project is complete.

Alternative #3: FWP acquires the site in fee title and assumes responsibilitv for reclamation.
This would place statutory obligations on FWP. Due to budgeting and planning procedures,
completion of the project would be delayed for at least 3-4 years.

Preferred Alternative: Alternative #2.

3. Evaluation and listinq of mitioation. stipulation. or other control measures enforceable bv the
aqencv or another oovernment aqencv:

All contracts will comply with FWP, DEO, FRDO, and USACE specifications, time frames, and

bidding procedures. Work will be scheduled to minimize impacts to the users and nearby

residents.

FWP will work with the present landowner to reclaim the gravel pit to eliminate any further pollution of
the water and restore the site to an acceptable, usable condition. Such work may include grading,

seeding, soil removal, and anything necessary to protect the air and water resources.

4. Ba ificance criter EAlis an EIS re YESノ N

| sed action:S ate I

No, an EIS will not be required. The EA will satisfactorily provide adequate information to satisfy any

information required bY law.

level involvement for iven exitv and

the seriousness of the environmental issues associated with the proposed action, is the level

of public involvement aporopriate under the circumstances:

Notices of the impending acquisition will be published in the legal notices of the local newspapers and on the

electronic bulletin board, advising the availability of copies of the EA for public review. A public meeting will be

held if comments received warrant it.

17
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6. Duration of comment period if anv:

30 days - October 10 through November 9, 2000

Wayne B. Worthington, Consultant

LandscaPe Architect
365 Summit Ridge Drive
Kalispell, MT 59901

(406) 7s2-2916

PART III. NARRATIVE EVALUATION AND COMMENT

1 a-e. The site is a gravel pit developed several years ago without the proper permits. The landowner

h-utt ,"p"ir the site to an acceptable standard established by the DEQ. This project will eliminate the

problems caused by the past work due to the excavation and will bring the site back into acceptable

standards.

1 b. Topsoil and gravel will be excavated from several areas to provide an irregular, more aesthetic

sI6eline. Gravel removed will be used to contour shoreline to a safer, flatter grade. Topsoil will be

used to revegetate reshaped lands.

2 a & b. During the construction period, heavy earth moving equipment will emit exhaust fumes and

offi-nich may be objectionable to some. Work will occur during normal working hours, and the

exhaust fumes and dust will dissipate into the surrounding woodland. The odor and dust will cease upv
completion of the work.

3 a. Turbidity will increase in the pond during construction, but this will be a short-term impact.

3 l. The project occurs in a designated floodplain. No impacts are anticipated. Flathead Regional

Development Office (FRDO) will be consulted on necessary permits.

The pond is filled through underground flows that rise and fall with the levels of Flathead River. There

are several subsurface springs in the pond. While there is no outlet, water travels through subsurface

gravel to the Flathead River, keeping the pond relatively fresh.

4 a. There are no trees presently upon the private land surrounding the pond. ln the reshaping of the

ffiO edges, some existing trees and shrubs on state lands to the north may need to be removed. The

shoreline will be top-dressed with topsoil and planted to various grass mixtures and native shrubs.

Water plants will occur naturally over time.

4 e. FWp has a noxious weed control program. This site will be added to the list of sites managed.

5 a. The completion of this project will improve the fish habitat.
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5 e. The completion of the project will improve the migration of animals by the removal of a chain link
fence from the north and east end of the project.

S d & i. Once the pond is reclaimed, it will be planted with native westslope cutthroat trout for put-grow-

take management to provide family fishing. An environmental assessment will be completed by FWP as

according to state laws prior to introducing the fish.

6 a. With use, some noise levels will increase; however, distance from-residences and trees adjacent to
the site will aid in the reduction of the noise levels.

6 b. There will be short-term increase in noise levels as heavy equipment is used to reshape the pond

banks. Equipment work should occur during normalworking hours and will cease when the project is
comPleted.

10 a. Will require maintenance of site (rubbish and garbage pick-up, parking lot, and access road, etc.)

several times during the year by FWP. Routine checking for fishing license may be needed. No other
government services are anticipated.

Completion of this project will improve the fish habitat.

10 c. There will be increases in seasonal fishing use; however, access road and parking lot will be

proriOeO, plus an access trail from the north over state-owned land. A vault toilet may be needed; no

other utilities will be required.

11 a. Although the site is not visible from any development, the planned work will improve the aesthetic

view for those using the site.

11 c. The establishment of this unsightly gravel pit into an aesthetically pleasing fishing pond will

-mprore and enhance the recreational opportunities for local anglers as well as for their out-of-state

friends. The other family fishing sites in Kalispell are providing 1000 days or more of fishing per acre

per year.

12 a. The unauthorized development of the gravel pit would have destroyed any historical evidence,

had there been anY.

13 q. Army Corps of Engineers 404 Permit (dredge and fill activities), DEQ 3(a) turbidity permit, and

DEQ open cut reclamation Permit.
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